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Copy .2
SUBJECT: Low (omma Frocemsing

Declass Review by NIMA / DoD

GROUP 1
Excluded trom automatic
downgrading and
geclassification

1. In early 1966, bssed upon the suggestionl a
roject was authorized by NRO and initisted by DD/SET, o conduct
8 test to determine whether low gamus processing might be superior
to curreut processing in providing imnge detall in both high light
and shedow areas. By lov gams 1s meant a relatively lower gamma
than the gemma film is currently being processed to {1.02 - 1.05
ve. 2,24 « 2,42), Film| |[vas
gelected for the test.

2. e study of the reflective characteristics
of wvarious types of targets and its effect upon interpretation,
is currently underwsy. The results of this study will undoubtedly
influence the optimum processing objectives in the future.

3. Results of the NPIC svaluation of the test photography
processed t0 a low gamma, as compared to that processed normelly,
indlcate there wes no significant impyrovement or degradation due
to low gamme processing. Seversl fectors in the test may have
bissed the results thereof and limited the conclusions which
gould be drewn, These factores include the smallness of the
sampling (80 useble ft. of £ilm),| |

clearer eatmospheric conditions than those normally
encountered in the operationsl ares, and the relatively high
contrast of the targets utilized for the test.

4, NPIC congiders mmocessing to a lower gamme does offer
wonlsd and should be further lnvestigated, however, the testing
conducted to date 1s not thorough encugh, nor sufficiently
reresentative of conditions encountered in operationsl situations,
to drav o firm conclusion or to commit a full mission (or large
segment thersof) to low gamma processing.

Chief, Technlcal Intelllgence Division
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